
COURSE SYLLABUS  

RTVF 4140/5702 Intermediate Film — Fall 15 
T 2:00-4:50P 
RTFP 264  

Professor – Jason Balas  

Office – RTFP 238 
Office hours – Wed 3:00P-4:00P, Th 3:00P-5:00P and by appointment. 

E-mail – jason.balas@unt.edu  

Required Text – Filmmaking in Action—Your Guide to the Skills and Craft, Adam 
Leipzig & Barry S. Weiss (Authors) Paperback 
Publisher: Bedford/St. Martin; 2015 edition 
Language: English  

ISBN 978-0-312-61699-1 

Graduate Teaching Assistant: Bokyung Choi bokyungchoi@my.unt.edu  

Prerequisite(s): RTVF major status, RTVF 3210 and 3230 with a grade of B or better and 
consent of instructor. 
Course Objectives: 
Producing 

• Ability to breakdown script and schedule scenes/shots. 
• Effectively compile useful pre-production notebook complete with talent releases, 

location releases, pertinent location scouting information, call sheets and 
storyboards. 

• Secure production locations and organize equipment check-outs. 
 
Directing 

• Excellent	understanding	of	interpreting	and	translating	script	information	to	
visual	dramatization	onscreen.	

• Ability	to	communicate	dramatic	and	emotional	scene	motivation	with	
actors.	

• Ability	to	convey	clear	information	to	an	audience	through	the	sequencing	of	
shots.	

• Proficient	use	of	parallel	action	to	visually	connect	seemingly	disparate	shots.	
 
Shooting/Lighting 

• Excellent	understanding	of	Dramatic	Emphasis—Able	to	emphasize	scene	
information	through	differentiation	of	shot	composition/size.	

• Ability	to	generate	accurate	and	useful	storyboards	and	shot	lists.	



• Effective	use	of	camera	movement	to	reveal	new	screen	information.	
• Effectively	create	mood	and	tone	that	best	illustrates	content.	
• Ability	to	create	a	compelling,	informative,	content-specific	“world”	in	front	

of	the	camera.	
• Use	of	light	to	highlight	areas	of	interest	and	importance.	

	
General	Equipment	Operation		

• Full	understanding	of	technical	requirements	of	camera	(focus,	iris,	menus,	
recording	media).	

• Can	effectively	operate	technical	requirements	of	light	kit	(spotting/flooding	
fixtures,	using	gels,	scrims,	c-stands).	

• Can	safely	and	competently	set	up/tear	down	equipment	for	location	shoots.		
• Fluency	in	production	terminology.	
• Can	effectively	estimate	what	equipment	will	be	needed	for	a	specific	shoot.	

_______________________________________________________________________ 	

Do not text message in class. Do not check your incoming calls in class. You will lose 
a full letter grade the first time and every time after. No questions asked, no excuses 
accepted.  

Cell phones and laptops shall remain OFF during all designated class time. You 
may not take notes with a laptop computer.  

You will need to have a notebook and pen for notes. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
The purpose of this course is to introduce you to the fundamental concepts and practices 
of filmmaking. Clearly included in this core set of ideas are writing, producing, directing, 
lighting and editing. However great filmmaking is far more than competently executing a 
collection of skills. A filmmaker needs a voice – and the passion to bring a unique and 
personal story to the screen. The establishment of tone is also critical. Yet, none of these 
areas can be addressed without a proper understanding of the technical requirements of 
production equipment. Filmmaking is a unique mix of technical skill and creative talent. 
The goal of this course is to teach students both the mechanical aspects and the craft of 
making movies.  

This class is definitely hands-on, in the classroom and out. You will shoot a lot. You 
must be willing to dedicate a good chunk of your personal time to work on films. 
Throughout the semester you will explore three film genres—Horror, Comedy and 
Drama. Each film project will have a clear learning objective and set of rules.  

Important – Take notes on lectures, critiques, screenings and projects. Also, readings will 
be assigned throughout the semester. Much of the Final Exam will be based on lecture 
notes and handouts.  



There will be (3) three films, (1) one mid-term exam and (1) one final exam. There will 
also be smaller in-class exercises. Each assignment will have a handout with 
requirements/due date.  

Film #1 Horror (4-7 min) — 50pts 
Film #2 Comedy (4-7 min) — 50pts 
Film #3 Drama (4-7 min) — 50pts 
 

Mid-Term Exam—50pts  

Final Exam—100pts 

300pts TOTAL 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
The Rules 
>You must attend class. You get (1) one absence without penalty. Consider this absence 
to be an excused absence. No notes or e-mails. 
>After (1) one absence, you lose a 1/2 a letter grade each time you do not attend. This is 
the attendance policy for this class. 
>2 lates=1 absence 
>Once class has started, you are expected to remain present until class is over. 
>Attendance is taken at the start of every class period. 
>Do not cheat, ever. The school has guidelines for dealing with this. I will follow these 
guidelines – it would be unfair to the other students not to. 
>Do not eat or drink in class or around any equipment in the field. 
>Participation is mandatory. 
>Absolutely no sidebar conversations, texting or sleeping—it’s uncomfortable and 
awkward to be asked to leave class. 
>Late work may (or may not) be accepted in certain situations, but always with 
significant penalty. The bottom line -- do not turn in work late. 
>If you are tardy, find a seat as quickly and quietly as possible. Do not interrupt class to 
find out your status on that day’s roll sheet. Address it with me after class. 
>Make sure you have a proper ID card for checking out equipment. 
>Syllabus is subject to change.  

 

Test Dates  

Mid-Term Exam—Tuesday October 20  

Final Exam (comprehensive)—Tuesday December 8 @1:30 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. 

________________________________________________________________________ 



Due Dates  

Film #1 (assigned 9/1/15)  

Script & Storyboard 9/8/15  

Rough Cut 9/29/15 

Final Cut 10/6/15 

 

Film #2 (assigned 10/6/15)  

Script & Storyboard 10/13/15  

Rough Cut 10/27/15 

Final Cut 11/3/15 

 

Film #3 (assigned 11/3/15)  

Script & Storyboard 11/10/15  

Rough Cut 11/24/15 

Final Cut 12/1/15 

 

 

 

Assigned Readings  

Pre Mid-Term Period — Chapters 1,2,3,4,5,6 

Post Mid-Term Period — Chapters 7,8,9,10,11,12 

 



Disability Policy  
Students with a disability should contact the instructor within the first week of class to discuss accommodations 
necessary to take advantage of all learning opportunities in class and lab.  

The university of North Texas is on record as being committed to both the spirit and letter of federal equal opportunity 
legislation; reference Public Law 92-112 – The Rehabilitation Act of 1973 as amended. With the passage of new 
federal legislation entitled Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), pursuant to section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, 
there is renewed focus on providing this population with the same opportunities enjoyed by all citizens.  

Academic Integrity  

Students are expected to do their own work and to conform to UNT's standards for academic integrity. Plagiarism and 
other forms of cheating will be prosecuted under the Student Conduct Code. For more information, ask the instructor or 
read the Student Conduct Code published on-line at UNT’s website. Also, no projects for this class may be the product 
of other class work. http://www.vpaa.unt.edu/academic-integrity.htm  

Drop Information – http:// essc.unt.edu/registrar/schedule/scheduleclass.html  

	


